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CONFIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 1995 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS ELAB SGEN ET 

SUBJ: IEG REACTS TO CIVIL UNREST: ADDIS UNDER CONTROL 
REF: ADDIS 1938 

1. SUMMARY. ARMY AND POLICE HAVE ESSENTIALLY RESTORED ORDER IN 
ADDIS. IEG HAS ANNOUNCED POSTPONEMENT IMPLEMENTATION ED. SECTOR 
REVIEW PROPOSALS AND CRACKDOWN ON RIOTERS. MILITARY, GASOLINE 
PRICE, LABOR AND OTHER PROBLEMS REMAIN UNRESOLVED. 

2. IN REACTION TO PUBLIC DISORDERS OF FEB. 21, GOVERNMENT BROUGHT 
IN ARMY TROOPS LATE SAME AFTERNOON. EVENING NORMALLY BUSY ADDIS 
STREETS AND COFFEE HOUSES EMPTY. LOCAL TV ON FEB. 21, RADIO 

AND AMHARIC PRESS FEB. 22, CARRIED ANNOUNCEMENT FROM MIN. IN- 
TERIOR THAT PUBLIC SECURITY FORCES GIVEN AUTHORITY TO DO WHATEVER 
NECESSARY TO RESTORE PUBLIC ORDER. ANNOUNCEMENT REFERRED TO RIOTS 
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IN CITY AND TOLD PARENTS TO KEEP CHILDREN HOME. 
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3. ON FEB. 22 ADDIS PATROLLED BY JOINT POLICE/ARMY FORCES, WHICH 
APPEAR EFFECTIVE AND WELL-DISCIPLINED. CITY UNDER CONTROL WITH 
ONLY SCATTERED INCIDENTS, E.G. STONING OF TRAIN AND VEHICLES 
ON OUTSKIRTS OF TOWN AND DAMAGE TO INTER ALIA EMBOFF'S CAR AT 
NOON IN TOWN. POLICE CONTINUE ARRESTING STUDENTS AND OTHERS. 

AT FEB. 22 PRESS CONFERENCE, MIN. INFO SAID SITUATION UNDER 
CONTROL AND RETURNING TO NORMAL. HE CLAIMED NO MORE THEN TWO 
OR THREE KILLED AND RELATIVELY FEW ARRESTED. 

4. MIN. EDUCATION STATED IN PUBLIC RELEASE THAT IMPLEMENTATION 
OF ED. SECTOR REVIEW (ESR) PROPOSALS "POSTPONED" UNTIL ESR 
EXPLAINED TO PEOPLE. (IEG LAST WEEK BEGAN BELATED 
CAMPAIGN EXPLAIN VALUE OF ESR (SEE TO AID A-153 OF 10/26/72), 

AND WE UNDERSTAND FROM WELL-PLACED SOURCE THAT TENOR DISCUSSION 
IN COUNCIL MINISTERS FEB. 21 REMAINS TO PROCEED WITH ESR AFTER 
COOLING OFF PERIOD AND WITH SOME MINOR ADJUSTMENTS OTHER THAN 
SALARY, WHICH WILL PROBABLY BE RAISED. WE UNCERTAIN AT THIS 
TIME WHETHER TEACHERS' DEMAND FOR SALARY INCREASE WILL BE 
HONORED (ADDIS 1834) OR WHETHER TEACHERS WILL NOW RETURN 
TO CLASSROOMS. 

5. RE TRANSPORT PROBLEMS AND OPPOSITION TO INCREASED GASOLINE 
PRICES, WE UNDERSTAND COUNCIL MINISTERS WHCP CONSIDER 
NEGOTIATIONS ON POSSIBLE REDUCTION GASOLINE PRICES OR SYSTEM 
OF SUBSIDIES ONCE ORDER RESTORED. SEVERAL HUNDRED TAXI DRIVERS 
WERE ARRESTED WHILE THEY MET ON EVENING FEB. 21 TO PROTEST EARLIER 
ARREST SOME OF THEIR COLLEAGUES. TAXI DRIVERS EXPECTED BE 
RELEASED NEXT WEEK. CITY BUSES BEGINNING RESUME OPERATIONS 
AFTERNOON OF FEB. 22. 

6. IEG REPORTEDLY STILL CONSIDERING MILITARY AND POLICE 
GRIEVANCES AND DEMANDS FOR HIGHER PAY. 

7. POTENTIAL FOR LABOR UNREST CONTINUES. (TEXTILE WORKERS AT 
NEARBY FACTORY WENT ON STRIKE YESTERDAY AND MANY OTHER CONTRACT 
NEGOTIATIONS EXPERIENCING DIFFICULTIES.) 

8. COMMUNICATION WITH COUNTRYSIDE ALWAYS DIFFICULT, ESPECIALLY 
IN TIMES OF UNREST, BUT WE HAVE HEARD NO RPT NO REPORTS OF ANY 
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SERIOUS OUTBREAKS PUBLIC DISORDER UPCOUNTRY IN PAST 24 HOURS. 

WE KNOW OF NO RPT NO AMERICAN CASUALTIES. 

9. COMMENT: WHILE SITUATION IN ADDIS SEEMS UNDER CONTROL, 
UNDERLYING TENSION REMAINS AND IEG STILL FACED WITH SERIOUS 
UNRESOLVED PROBLEMS, NOT THE LEAST OF WHICH IS RESTORATION 
OF CONFIDENCE. WYMAN 
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